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CALENDAR 
 
 

DECEMBER 
 

Friday 2nd 
Last Day Year 10 
 

Tuesday 20th 
11am Finish 
End of Term 4, 2016 
 

2017 
JANUARY  
Friday 27th 
Secondary Book Pick up 
9am - 12 noon in the hall 
Uniform Shop open  
9am - 12 noon 
 

Monday 30th  
Staff Resume 
Primary Book Pick up 
9.30am - 2pm 
 

FEBRUARY  
 

Wednesday 1st 
Year 1 - 12 Students begin 
9am Assemblies -  
Years 1 - 10 
10am Assemblies -  
Years 11 & 12 
 

Thursday 2nd 
9am Preps start 
 

 

 

 

IMPORTANT DECEMBER DATES 
 

SECOND HAND BOOK SALE 
FRIDAY 2nd DECEMBER 3pm - 7pm 

SATURDAY 3rd DECEMBER  10am - 2pm 
TUESDAY 6th & WEDNESDAY 7th 

8am -  10am  & 2.30pm - 4pm 
 

FRIDAY 2nd DECEMBER 
7.30pm TWILIGHT CONCERT 

 

MONDAY 5th DECEMBER 
2017 STAFF PLANNING DAY 

PUPIL FREE -  OSHC AVAILABLE 
 

TUESDAY 6th & WEDNESDAY 7th DECEMBER 
YEAR 7, 2017 ORIENTATION DAYS 

 

TUESDAY 6th - FRIDAY 16th DECEMBER 
CURRENT YEAR 7 - 9  STUDENTS BEGIN 2017 CLASSES -  

COMPULSORY ATTENDANCE BY ALL STUDENTS 
 

MONDAY 12th DECEMBER 
GRADE 6 CELEBRATION EVENING 

 

TUESDAY 13th DECEMBER - CELEBRATION EVENING 
PREP - 11 COUNCIL AWARDS & 

YEAR 12 GRADUATION & AWARDS 
‘THE CENTRE’ IVANHOE 

7.30pm 
 

TUESDAY 20th DECEMBER 
11 am FINISH 

mailto:macleod.co@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.macleod.vic.edu.au


Principal’s Report 
The end of the 2016 school year is fast 
approaching with students in Years 12, 
11 and 10 already on holidays. The 
early commencement program begins 
on Tuesday 6 December and parents 
are reminded that the last day of 
scheduled classes is Monday 19     
December.  
 
College Uniform 
A reminder to parents that all students are expected to 
wear the new college uniform in 2017. A copy of the   
Uniform Policy will be included in the final newsletter on 
15 December. 
 
College Canteen 
The College has recently engaged the services of a new 
canteen operator. The canteen will be open on Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday for the remainder of the year. 
Please see attached for a copy of the menu and prices. 
 
Apollo Bay Visit 
Macleod College has just begun an educational        
partnership with Apollo Bay P/12 and Bright P/12. The 
partnership will see us being involved in a variety of    
activities such as an outdoor education program, joint 
student leadership camps, staff professional              
development and the running of some integrated units of 
work.  
 
The initial phase of the program will involve our 2017 
Year 9 students and as such, our current Year 8        
students are attending the Apollo Bay surf lifesaving   
carnival on Friday so that they can get to know the    
students from the other schools. We will be participating 
in a number of beach activities and some students will 
also have the opportunity to undertake a surfing lesson. 
 
Year 12 Valedictory Dinner 
The dinner was held at Normanby House in Northcote 
on Friday 18 November. The evening wasn’t as well   
attended as in the past and a number of concerns have 
been raised about the event. The college will undertake 
a review and will use the feedback in its planning for the 
2017 event.  
 
Prep to Grade 6 Parent Meeting 
Thank you to the parents that attended the meeting on 
Monday 28 November. A large number of items were 
discussed such as staff leadership positions, staffing, 
grades, bring your own device program (computers) and 
physical facilities. Please feel free to contact me if you 
would like to discuss any of the issues raised or if you 
could not attend the meeting. 
 

Mario Panaccio 
Principal 
 
 

 

 

 

Chaplaincy & Wellbeing Support Group 
Seed Creations 
Many thanks to those who ordered some cute little pots 
of seeds. I have delivered all orders bar one as I am 
waiting for an additional delivery.  
 
Second-hand Book Sale 
BOOKS AND HELPERS NEEDED! The Second-hand 
Book Sale is this Friday from 3 – 7pm and Saturday 
from 10am – 2pm. We will still accept books on Friday 
morning. If anyone is able to help out, please let me 
know. Helpers get first pick of the books. 
 
Fresh As Bread Coffee Cards 
Earlier this year we were given some cards from Tony 
at Fresh As Bread Café at the Macleod Shops. These 
were to be stamped each time you bought a coffee and 
when the card was filled it was to be returned to the 
school, so that we could take it to Tony who would give 
us a donation. If you have one of these, don’t forget 
about it, but remember to bring it in to the school when 
the card is full. Thanks  

Cathie Clarke - 9459 2278 

 
 

Chaplaincy  
2016 Christmas Food Appeal 
Please help the Salvation Army by 
donating a food item between       
November 28th and  December 15th.   
Students can bring their items to 
their classroom. 
 
Christmas time is a time of celebration 
and fun, but can be stressful for many families and   
individuals with the added expenses.  The Salvation 
army need our support to assist families and             
individuals in our community with food items.    
 
The Salvation Army will be giving non-perishable food 
items to help families and individuals enjoy a special 
Christmas.   The Salvos’ Christmas Appeal is a fun 
way for Children to embrace the Spirit of Christmas, 
practise generosity and share a sign of hope with other 
Australian children who are less fortunate. 
 
Suggested  items:  
Food items - non perishable, with use by date at least 
February 2017 - suggestions would be pasta, pasta 
sauce, breakfast cereal, uht milk, plum pudding, UHT 
custard, fruit mince pies, biscuits, canned foods -      
especially fruit, tuna, ham, corn, etc., coffee, tea, 
sweets, anything you would appreciate receiving in 
your own Christmas hamper. 
 

Ann-marie Fife - Chaplain 



2016 German Tour 



International Students 
Homestay 
One of the most common requests we get from students 
arriving from overseas is to be placed with an Australian 
family. Not only do they value the standard of education 
in Australia, they also value and seek the opportunity to 
integrate with another culture.  
 
Living in a home with   students around the same age 
and participating in family events is high on their wish 
list. Life long friendships are made with the host families 
and everyone benefits from the engagement in lan-
guage and culture. 
 
Constant digital connectivity does not aid with           
immersion in the English language. International       
Students can be in daily contact with home and can    
utilise technology to support their English language   
development. In our experience, total immersion in all 
aspects of Australia, will have the international students 
conversing and interacting in English in no time. 
 
If you have considered hosting an International Student 
please don’t hesitate to contact us to discuss the       
benefits of hosting an International Student in your 
home. 

International Student Team 
 

Community 
Learn something new in 2017 

Computers, Literacy, Teacher's Aide, Vocational Short 
Courses, Youth VCAL 

Start a new career in 2017  

Certificate III in Education Support (Teacher's Aide) 
-CHC30213 - February 2017 

This qualification will give you the skills and 
knowledge to provide assistance and support to 
teachers and students in a range of educational    
settings. This includes early childhood education, 
as well as Primary, Secondary and Special schools. 
Graduates work as education assistants/teacher aides 
and support workers (working with children with         
disabilities) 
Starting: Wed. 15th Feb.  
Days: Mon & Wed , 9.15am to 3.15pm 
Duration : 24 sessions , 2 workshops + 100 hour       
practical placement. 
Cost: Concession: $180, Full: $900, Fee For Service—
Conc.: $2,685 (limited places) + Service & Amenities 
Fee 
 
For more details please ring PRACE on 9462 6077 or 
visit our website: www.prace.vic.edu.au  

Watsonia Pre-School 
A wonderful opportunity exists for someone wishing to 
begin their experience or re-enter the early childhood 
education field. As an assistant at Watsonia Pre-School 
you will be given opportunities to learn to work with chil-
dren and explore the how and why of a busy play 
based program. 
 
You will be hard working and understand that this job 
requires more than simply “playing with the children”. 
You will enjoy a diverse work day and be open to a 
broad range of opportunities. You will have, or be    
willing to obtain, a Certificate 3 of Children’s Services. 
 
Watsonia Pre-School is run by a voluntary Committee 
of Management and offers 15 hours attendance each 
week. Children attend for 2 x 6 hour sessions from 
9.00am to 3.00pm and 1 x 3 hour session.  
 
The Pre-School offers a play based curriculum focusing 
on children's interests and teacher initiated learning 
with children encouraged to make independent activity 
choices at indoor and outdoor times. 
 
Application criteria 

• Working knowledge of current early learning      
frameworks. 

• Confident in assessing children’s learning. 

• Ability to demonstrate a commitment to ongoing 
professional development. 

• The applicant will be able to continually self-reflect, 
is open to feedback and able to implement     
changes. 

• Strong knowledge of the Educational and Care    
Services National Regulations. 

• Ability to be adaptable and demonstrate a hard 
working ethos. 

• Flexibility with working hours. 

• Confident use of Microsoft word, Power Point and 
Excel. 

 
Hours of Employment 
Monday  8:30am – 4:00pm 
Tuesday  8:30am – 4:00pm 
Thursday  8:30am – 4:00pm 
Friday   8:30am – 4:00pm 
and every second Wednesday 8:00am – 4:00pm 
 
Requirements  
WWCC  
 
Salary  
Victorian Early Childhood Teachers and Assistants 
Agreement (VECTEA)  
 
If you would like further information in relation to this 
position, please contact Geraldine on 9434 4767. 
 
 Applicants are to send a resume with 3 referees       to:
- watsonia.hr@kindergarten.vic.gov.au by Monday 12th 
December. 
 

http://www.prace.vic.edu.au
mailto:watsonia.hr@kindergarten.vic.gov.au


International Student Program NEWS 

WWI Diary and Letter 
Becky He 
Diary  
May 28th 1915 
Gallipoli,Turkey  
 
Dear diary, 
Unbelievably I have been in this horrible place for a month already. Every day I confront death directly. I wake up 
with the sun rising, guns firing, bombs exploding. After the battle, I collect the wounded with my donkey. It's horrible 
to see hundreds of corpses wearing the same uniform as me. Sometimes, as my donkey steps past, blood burst out 
like a broken tap. Ripped skin, decayed flesh, severed limbs, are surrounding me. The yellow soil is dyed red. Fresh 
blood flows like streams. Actually I am always trembling. Trembling for what? I realised it is not for the bloodbath, 
just for the emptiness in my comrade's eyes. It's evening now. All I can hear are  sighs longing for home …… 
 
Letter  
January 10th 1915 
Gallipoli, Turkey 
 
My dearest Mum, 
Hope this letter finds you well.  I am missing you very much. I'm in Cairo! The capital city of Egypt. It's very dry and 
hot here and I can see yellow sand everywhere. It is unlike the red earth of the bush back home. I have just finished 
my morning training. My mates are very passionate about doing their bit in this war. They often share their food with 
me. Cairo is a bustling city. Vendors sell everything here from juicy oranges to fine silks. This afternoon we will be on 
leave and my mates and I are going to the market. The handy work in these markets is impressive. I will buy an    
ancient artefact  to send you. Mum, don't worry too much about me. I know I am young and you didn’t want me to 
join the war, but this way I will see the world! Australia’s sons have become  real soldiers now fighting for our King 
and country. Take good care of yourself. Hope the  wheat yields go well this season and I hope to be back on our 
farm come harvest time.  
 
With all my love your son  
Edward Bryan 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Parliament of Victoria Visit 
On Wednesday, 9th November the ELC class visited the Victorian Parliament. Ms Dimitrovska and Ms Karalis      
escorted us. This term, Ms Dimitrovska is teaching us about the law in Australia and about the Australian            
government. It was a very interesting excursion. We saw the House of Representatives which is green and the    
Senate which is red. We saw the government and the opposition debate the closure of the Hazelwood power      
station. The members of parliament were very loud. It was interesting as well as confusing watching the debate. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

           

 

 

 

 

Watch house Experience  
Karen Liang, Marcus Tran, Jinqianxi Xian, Linda Wu - ELC students 
On the 23rd November, the ELC class went on an excursion to the Old Melbourne Gaol. Sergeant Henderson lead 
us into the watch House. He was so serious and stern and he treated us like the real criminals. He was yelling to us, 
making us feel nervous and a little scared. The watch house is old, the walls have graffiti and they are stained. 
There are many cells. The police kept three people per cell. The cells are small with hard benches for sleeping. The 
cell's doors were thick and heavy, They also had rust. The windows are small and high, you can’t see outside 
through the window. The Sergeant separated us into two groups: boys and girls and he locked us into the cell.  
Then Sergeant Henderson switched off the lights. it made us feel uncomfortable and horrible. I couldn’t imagine how 
prisoners suffered through this. Furthermore, there two special cells; the wet cell for the drunk prisoners and the 
padded cell for the insane. Later Sergeant Henderson showed us the exercise yard. There were different exercise 
yards for male and female prisoners. The yards are not really big. We surrounded by walls, and there have a small 
bathroom, it is dirty and disgusting. It is hard to believe that the watch house was used up until 1994. When we    
finished the tour, we went outside. It was a relief. We now know why freedom is important and felt grateful to be   
outside. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Old Melbourne Gaol Tour     
Becky He, Haoyu Wei. Esther Guo, Runnan Li (ELC students) 
On Wednesday 23rd November, the ELC class went to visit the Old Melbourne Gaol. Our guide was Peter. The gaol 
looks so magnificent and mysterious. When we entered the gaol, it's very, very gloomy and dark inside. 133         
prisoners were hung in there in total, four being were women. There are 3 levels, one level has many cells. Ned 
Kelly was kept in one of these cells. In these cells we saw ‘death masks’. These plaster moulds of prisoner’s heads 
were made after they were hanged. This was very gruesome. On the second level our guide Peter showed us the 
noose and gallows where  Ned Kelly was hanged. Did you know that Ned Kelly was only 25 years old when he was 
executed? It is hard to believe we were standing on the same worn floor Ned Kelly was standing on 11 November 
1880. We had mixed emotions as we listened to Peter tell us about Ned Kelly’s final moments. We held on to the 
iron handrail, we felt cold -  just like the feeling Ned Kelly had over one hundred years ago. At the end we went to 
the third floor and we saw some cruel instruments of torture. It was very frightening and it made us tremble. With 
faint light we visited the actual cells and tried to experience the horrible position prisoners endured many years ago. 
We will never forget this fabulous tour. 



         

          

Ned Kelly Court Trial 
Phuc Nguyen, Miya Sun, Claire Li, Richard Liu ELC students 
On 23rd November the ELC class went on an excursion to the Old Melbourne Gaol. We re-enacted the Ned Kelly 
court trial. Everyone in the class had a role. We practice reading our roles from a script before our excursion.   
Everyone had lines to read and we focused on getting our pronunciation right. At the Supreme Court we wore   
costumes to get into character. Phuc played the role of the severe judge Redmond Barry. The main character of 
Ned Kelly was played by Richard. The high ranking police officer Sergeant Steele was Claire. Becky was the 
Crown prosecutor.  Marcus was the defence lawyer and Esther was the jury foreman. This was a memorable   
experience. 
Ned Kelly was found guilty of the murder of three policemen and Judge Redmond Barry sentenced him to be 
hanged. The trial seem to be unfair, but compared with that time; the police actions and the actions of the 
court  seemed perfectly normal. After the Ned Kelly trial, the police and court system in Victoria was investigated 
and the corruption was cleaned up. We also learnt about a very peculiar occurrence. There was a famous        
exchange between the harsh judge Barry and Ned Kelly at the end of the trial. When the judge sentenced Ned 
Kelly to be ‘hanged by the neck’, Ned responded to the judge ‘...I will see you there were I go”. Twelve days after 
Ned Kelly was hanged, Judge Barry also died. How spooky! 
 

 









Applications for Camps, Sports & Excursions Fund (CSEF) 
 
Parents who hold a valid Health Care Card are eligible to apply for CSEF. This grants each school-aged child an amount of    
money to be used during the year for any camp, sport or excursion. This money cannot be used for books, uniforms, fees, or any 
other expense. Funds will be held by the school and allocated towards any camp, sport, or excursion for which there is a fee   
payable. 
 
Parents or legal guardians are required to complete a CSEF application form every year and lodge it with their child’s school for 
processing. IF YOU DO NOT LODGE AN APPLICATION FORM YOU WILL NOT RECEIVE YOUR FUNDING. 
Application forms should be completed and lodged with schools by 3 March 2017, as payments are made from March. However 
schools will be able to accept and process applications up until the end of term two each year. Please note that late applications 
cannot be processed under any circumstances.  Application forms are included in this newsletter and can also be requested at 
the General Office. 
 
Shared custody 
The CSEF system only allows one application per student. Parents in shared custody situations are encouraged to make        
decisions as to who applies for the CSEF. Schools should not be put into the position of arbitrating in decisions such as this. 
If the parents cannot decide between themselves who should apply, they should be encouraged to resolve the dispute through 
the Family Court, or contact the Department's CSEF Helpdesk for more information on 1800 060 970. 








