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CALENDAR 

SEPTEMBER 

Friday 22nd  
End of Term 3 - 2.20pm finish 

Monday 25th -  
Wednesday  27th 
Year 12 Practice Exams 

OCTOBER 
Monday 9th  
STAFF PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT DAY  -  
PUPIL FREE  

Tuesday 10th 
Students resume for Term 4 

Wednesday 11th 
6.15pm College Council 

Tuesday 17th 
6.30pm VET Enrolment 
Information Evening 

Friday 20th  
Last Day Year 12 Classes 
Year 12 Valedictory Dinner 

Monday 23rd 
Year 12 Final Assembly - 
Year 7 & 12 Breakfast 

Wednesday 25th 
Showcase Concert 

NOVEMBER 
Wednesday 1st 
7pm Leadership Inauguration 

Tuesday 7th  
MELBOURNE CUP DAY 

Thursday  16th 
Primary Roadshow Movie 
Night 

Tuesday 21st 
2018 Information Night 
6pm Prep - Year 6 
7pm Year 7 

If  your child is absent from 
school please record their 
absence by:  
calling  9457-0207  
or emailing  
absence@macleod.vic.edu.au 

COLLEGE UNIFORM 
Summer uniform is compulsory from the beginning of Term 4. 

Blazers must be worn to and from school. 

PUPIL FREE DAY - MONDAY 9th OCTOBER 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT FOR STAFF 

STUDENTS RESUME TUESDAY 10th OCTOBER 

YEAR 7 -  12 INTERIM REPORTS AVAILABLE ON COMPASS NOW 

Principal’s Report 

VCE Students 
A reminder to Year 12 students that they do not have long to go and 
that the holidays provide an opportunity for final revision. Their  
practice exams are taking place during the first week of the holidays 
from Monday 25

th 
September - Wednesday 27

th
 September. 

Last day of VCE classes is Friday 20
th
 October and the Year 12 Farewell Assembly 

will take place on Monday 23
rd 

October in NETS Stadium. Students will then be on 
study leave. The VCE Examinations begin on Wednesday 1

st 
November. 

All students have a copy of the VCAA - VCE Exams Navigator that advises them 
when their exams are scheduled.  Students must be in school uniform for their exams. 

Valedictory Dinner 
All Year 12 parents/guardians have received an invitation to the Valedictory Dinner to 
celebrate the end of Year 12.  This will take place at the College on Friday 20

th

October at 6.30pm. There is a maximum of 5 tickets per student. Please pay, 
reserve your table and pick up your tickets form the General Office.  Payment for   
Valedictory Dinner Tickets is due by Tuesday 10

th
 October.  I am looking forward to 

seeing all Year 12 students and their families at this celebration. 

Changes To Hurstbridge Train Line Service 
In this newsletter we have included information provided by Public Transport Victoria 
regarding upcoming disruptions to the Hurstbridge Train Line service. This could     
affect the travel time to and from school for some of our students next term. 

Once again we have had a very busy term and I wish everyone a restful holiday    
period in readiness for a very busy Term 4. 

Mario Panaccio 
Principal 

mailto:absence@macleod.vic.edu.au


Auf Wiedersehen Katharina! 
After five months at Macleod 
College, we had to say our 
goodbyes to Katharina, our 
German Language Assistant. 
Katharina had worked           
predominantly with our VCE 
German students, practising 
German conversation skills, 
assisting students in              
preparation for their oral and 
written exams, and sharing lots 
of inside knowledge about     
every day life in Germany.  
 
 
A huge thank you to Katharina for being an integral 
member of the Macleod College community during her 
stay with us, and to all the students and staff who made 
her feel welcome. 
 
The German Department would also like to thank       
Joanne McBain and her family for hosting Katharina for 
the last five months. It is only with the support and       
assistance of fabulous families that Macleod College is 
able to offer our students these experiences. 

Frances Holl - German Department 

 

Kids Teaching Kids Conference  
2017 was Macleod’s third year of involvement in the 
Kids Teaching Kids conference at Edendale Farm.   
 
The focus this year was Sustainable Tourism.  Our  
students organised engaging activities around this 
theme for students from 10 local primary schools. A big 
thanks goes to Banyule and Nillumbik Councils for their 
support. 

Belinda Moody - Head of Science 



CAREERS 
FOCUS ON VOCATIONAL TRAINING 
Vocational education and training (VET) includes       
traineeships, apprenticeships and TAFE study.  
 

4 out of 5 parents report that they would prefer their child 
to go to university than study VET, but it is crucial that 
both parents and students take the time to understand 
the VET sector, and that a preference for just university 
study may in some cases limit a young persons         
potential.  
 

Between 20 – 30% of young people in Australia drop out 
of or change their university course within the first year. 
Many young people don’t even consider studying a 
TAFE course due to incorrect perceptions or through 
lack of understanding of the sector.  
 

It’s no secret that employers love job applicants who 
have TAFE qualifications, including those who graduate 
from a university degree with a VET qualification.  
 

VET graduates are considered to have ‘job ready’ skills 
and in the future labour market in Australia with 1 in    
every 2 young people expected to complete a Bachelor 
degree, it is more important than ever to have diverse 
skills, industry experience and more than one            
qualification (e.g., a Bachelor of Engineering with a 
TAFE Diploma in Project Management).  
 

Did you know that 9/10 occupations predicted to have 
the most jobs growth by 2022 are in vocational training 
areas and in the industries with the most growth (e.g., 
health and community services, construction, and ac-
commodation and food services)? Source: http://
bit.ly/1mab7j7   
 

Specific occupations with the biggest growth prediction 
include sales assistants, aged care workers, disability 
workers, enrolled nurses, electricians, chefs, and early 
childhood education workers etc.  
 

Current skills shortages are in occupations such as    
automotive trades, food trades, construction trades, and 
building professionals.  
 

A report, titled: ‘Perceptions Are Not Reality: myths,    
realities & the critical role of vocational education &   
training in Australia’, was released by Skilling Australia     
Foundation this year, http://bit.ly/2vPBkPF  
 

It revealed the following: 

 VET graduates earn wages comparable to, if not   
exceeding, that of university graduates.  

 VET graduates have a higher employment rate than 
university undergraduates. More than 78% of VET 
graduates are employed after training. 

 VET courses have adapted more readily to changing 
workforce needs.  

 

There are some occupations that require a university 
degree (e.g., medicine, social work, law).  
 

It is advisable that students consider undertaking VET 
study during their gap year (e.g., gap year traineeship or 
TAFE course) and concurrently with their university   
studies (if time permits).   
 

Other benefits of TAFE courses include: 

 Higher level courses (e.g., Diploma) can provide a 
direct pathway into university courses with credit 

 Can give you the opportunity to trial an industry or 
career area before you commit to university study 

 Can give you a qualification you can use to gain part 
time work whilst undertaking university study. 

Did you know you can study a huge range of vocational 
courses at TAFE? TAFE provides students with the 
opportunity to: 

 Undertake applied learning 

 Gain ‘industry ready’ experience 

 Learn about industries and careers   

 Obtain a qualification in a relatively short time 
frame. 

 

The following are example courses you could consider: 
Jane knows she loves working with people, has        
excellent written and verbal communication skills, is 
creative, loves thinking outside the box, is highly       
organised and enjoys solving problems.  
She explores the following TAFE courses: 

 Public Relations 

 Marketing 

 Advertising 

 Professional Writing and Editing 

 Broadcast Journalism 

 Liberal Arts 

 Library and Information Services 
 

Sheridan loves sciences and health and is considering 
working in rehabilitation, medical sciences or allied 
health in the future.   
She explores the following courses: 

 Dental Technology 

 Nursing 

 Massage and Myotherapy 

 Allied Health Assistance 

 Laboratory Technology 

 Pathology Collection 
 

Paul knows he loves helping people and that he would 
like to work in counselling, case management, or      
human services in the future.  
He explores the following courses: 

 Community Services 

 Youth Work 

 Disability Services 

 Mental Health 

 Alcohol and other Drugs  

 Aged Care 
 

Patrick enjoys legal studies and business, and has   
excellent research and written/verbal communication 
skills.  He explores the following courses: 

 Justice 

 Legal Practice 

 Accounting 

 Business Administration 

 Marketing 

 Banking Services 

 Real Estate 

 Human Resources 

 Financial Planning 
 

To search for TAFE courses, use the following        
websites: 
Victorian Skills Gateway website - http://bit.ly/2cPZDUF  
TAFE NSW - http://bit.ly/1mgtM05  
MySkills (Australia wide) - http://bit.ly/2gWp25g  
Private Colleges Australia, http://bit.ly/2fd3Moe  
 

It’s important to note that many courses have optional 
or compulsory information sessions that run between 
now and the end of the year. You will need to ensure 
that you attend these sessions and also fulfil any     
portfolio or selection task requirements.  

http://bit.ly/1mab7j7
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 VOCATIONAL & HIGHER EDUCATION NEWS 
Work for ASIO straight after Year 12!  
The Australian Security Intelligence Organisation (ASIO) 
is currently recruiting for Information Management and 
Information Technology trainees. The pay and           
conditions are excellent and there is a post traineeship 
career pathway within the organisation.  

 For information and to apply, go to http://
bit.ly/2xria6Q 

 

Cybersecurity careers are in high demand. This is an 
excellent article about cybersecurity, study pathways, 
example job titles and salaries and key websites, 
http://bit.ly/2wUTyk9  
 

Interested in working in a vet clinic as a nurse or a 
technologist?  
You may find the following two courses interesting: 
 

 Bachelor of Veterinary Technology, Charles Sturt 
University, Wagga Wagga: You can specialise in 
practice management, large animal technology, or     
clinical technology and you can study the course on 
campus or via distance. You will also complete the     
Certificate IV in Veterinary Nursing through Goulburn 
Ovens TAFE via distance, http://bit.ly/1BCc1w4  

 

 Bachelor of Veterinary Nursing, La Trobe         
University: This course is offered by La Trobe 
and delivered at   Melbourne Polytechnic, Epping and 
is the first course of its kind in Australia. The course 
has a heavy focus on industry experience, 
http://bit.ly/22jRuuA  

 

Interested in studying a psychology degree in the 
future?  
You may have an idea of what type of psychology     
interests you, and what field you may like to specialise in 
the future.  
 

From 2018, Deakin University will be offering the         
Bachelor of Psychology with a choice of four              
professional streams.  
These include:  

 Forensic,  

 Health, Child  

 Family 

 Organisational 
 

During the first year of study, students will select the 
stream they would like to take. Information on the course 
can be found at this link - http://bit.ly/2wSuxs8  
 

You may find the following websites helpful: 

 How to become an accredited psychologist: 
http://bit.ly/1QvBbDK  

 Psychology careers and specialisations, 
http://bit.ly/2wLNAof  

 
Getting robots to do our dirty work:  
Did you know that over 40% of jobs are at risk of       
automation? New careers are being created in robotics 
and mechatronic engineers are paving the way.       
Mechatronic engineering is a combination of               
mechanical, electronic, computing and control            
engineering.  
 
Careers With STEM has written an excellent article 
about how robots are reshaping jobs and about mechan-
ical engineering courses and key websites, http://
bit.ly/2wViaL7   
 

 

Robotics at Deakin University:  
Deakin offers Australia’s first four-year Software      
Engineering course in Robotics and Smart Systems. 
Using the skills acquired throughout the course,     
graduates could be developing the next smart car, the 
next smart watch or a new form of artificial intelligence. 
The course has been designed in response to industry 
demand for innovative software engineers capable of 
designing and developing complex software systems 
for the modern world. For information, go to http://
bit.ly/2cpCKJL  
 

UPCOMING CAREER EVENTS 
SEPTEMBER  
25 - 28: ConocoPhillips Science Experience, Feder-
ation University. Ballarat: 25 – 26 and Gippsland: 26 – 
28, http://bit.ly/2ap3Cau  
 

25, 26, 28: Campus Tours, Federation University, all 
campuses, http://bit.ly/1JxHraD   
 

25, 26, 28: VCE Study Skills Day, Federation Uni-
versity, all campuses, http://bit.ly/1JxHraD   
 

26, 27: Nuclear Medicine Workplace Visits, RMIT, 
http://bit.ly/2xFW4tF  
 

26, 28: Keeper for a Day, Werribee Open Range Zoo, 
http://bit.ly/1vornA4  
 

28: Science in City Lab Tour, RMIT, City, 
http://bit.ly/2wbb7gN  
 

OCTOBER 
2, 4: Keeper for a Day, Werribee Open Range Zoo, 
http://bit.ly/1vornA4  

Julie Pilioglou - Careers 
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Year 7 - Images of Greatness 
 
On Friday 15

th
 September the Year 7s presented their Images of Greatness Learning Centres to the College       

community. Students have been working on researching their eminent person throughout term 3 and have used 
their creativity, critical thinking and communication skills, to create a memorable learning centre experience. It was a 
wonderfully successful afternoon, with parents, students and staff interacting with each other and learning about 
famous people from history and their legacies. 
 
Well done to all our Year 7s for their hard work and determination in English during term 3. 

Fabiano Nigro - Year 7 Student Manager 
 



Year 7 - Images of Greatness 

 



Year 7s have been working on a project which is 
based around ‘images of greatness’. To understand 
the idea of the meaning of greatness, everyone was 
given a well-known person, who has given or shown 
the world greatness.  
 
Working with our Year 7 English teachers, one of the 
first things we did was create a quote that reflected 
our understanding of greatness; ‘Greatness is when 
someone makes a positive impact that inspires oth-
ers and portrays the qualities of persistence and pas-
sion’. Using this quote, we were given an eminent 
person that we researched for a term to find out what 
this certain person did, and how they showed Great-
ness.  
 
After researching for weeks, we were given the     
opportunity to present our work at as a Learning     
Centre. At this Learning Centre, we presented our 
research, by having a biography of this person, a    
bio-riddle we created and a lifeline to show the cer-
tain person’s life events.  
 
We used our creativity and chose how to present our 
three pieces of information, along with other creations 
like that person’s favourite food, music that            
represents them and other things that represented 
that eminent person’s life. It was a successful         
afternoon with amazing presentations!  

Namasha Thennakoon (7B) 

Year 7 - Images of Greatness 



Year 9 City Experience 
Old Melbourne Gaol 

 



 Community Barista Basics 
Introduction to the world of espresso coffee making. 
Learn how to prepare espresso coffee using a         
commercial espresso machine 
Location: Merrilands Community Centre 
Mode of Study: Classroom training, practical experi-
ence working with a commercial espresso machine 
plus off-site tasks/research 
Time: 9:30am - 3:30pm  
Days & Dates: Monday 16 October - 27th October 
Duration: 7 sessions 
Cost: Concession & Full: $45, Fee for Service: $389+ 
Service & Amenities Fee 

Lauren Rizzacasa 
Marketing Coordinator 
 
Preston Reservoir Adult Community Education 
(PRACE)   Merrilands Community Centre 
PO Box 510| 
35 Sturdee Street,  
Reservoir VIC 3073 
P: 03 9462 6077 | F: 03 9462 5077 | 
W:  www.prace.vic.edu.au 
E: lrizzacasa@prace.vic.edu.au 
 
 
 

 
FREE LIVE ONLINE  

INFORMATION SESSION  
Hear from our very experienced, National Director, 

find out more about discounts and scholarships 
available and ask questions. 

 
Wednesday, 27th September at 5.30pm 

Register now 
 

Visit www.studentexchange.org.nz 
or call 0800 440 079 for more information  

http://www.prace.vic.edu.au
mailto:lrizzacasa@prace.vic.edu.au
studentexchange.org.nz


IELC - Intensive English Language Centre 
 

RUOK Day Thursday 14th September 2017 
 
Are you isolated or are you worried; RUOK? is your answer. It’s a campaign where we’re all connected and         
protected from suicide. Their mission is to inspire and support anyone struggling with life. They care. Your problems 
can be addressed and solved. For example, if you’re bullied , RUOK? can help you by listening without judgement, 
encouraging your actions and checking in. The purpose of RUOK? is to look after your mental wellbeing. The      
founder of RUOK? was Gavin Larkin. His father suicided and left the family in deep grief. In 2009, he used one 
question to honour his father and support his family – RUOK? Since then, his initiative was to set up this campaign 
and to develop it throughout Australia. Gavin was tirelessly working on marketing the RUOK? campaign when he 
encountered his greatest challenge. Gavin was diagnosed with bone cancer. Although, Gavin remained cheerful and 
optimistic, in 2011 he died from this disease. RUOK? is a small question, but it can make a big difference to those 
struggling with life. So confide in someone you love, or ask someone you care about the question RUOK? This can 
have a positive impact on life.                                                                                                      Anna  TRAN, Year 10 
 
 
I think RUOK? day is significant because it reminds us to help someone by asking the question RUOK? This day lets 
some people find  hope and find the light of life. Let someone’s heart feel more and more lighter and no longer feel 
in the dark. RUOK? helps someone fight with their demons.                                                                Bing CAI, Year 9 
 
I think RUOK? is significant because on this day , you can connect with your colleagues and share your problems. 
Once you share your problems, then you can finds ways to solve them together. RUOK? allows people not to feel 
lonely. This is a very important day because it can lessen your burdens and suicide.  

Marco NUGYEN, Year 10 
 
I think RUOK? day is significant because it is the day we care about everyone around us. This simple question, 
helps with suicide prevention and improves mental health. We an also help people who feel isolated and encourage 
them to share their feelings with others. On this day, we share something sweet with each other and come together 
to talk to each other.                                                                                                                Anne NGUYEN, Year 10 
 
I think RUOK? day is significant. In class we watched a short video. It seems that RUOK? is a special day for people 
who need care or love. On this day we ask people the question; RUOK? Listening is also so important.  You should 
listen without judgement and with an open heart. I think RUOK? day is lovely. I have never seen such a sweet day.  

Mello ZHENG, Year 10 
 
I think RUOK? day is significant because it brings my friends and me closer. Yesterday, we enjoyed a nice, warm 
atmosphere. There were a lot of sweets and cupcakes to share. They were delicious. My friends and I took care of 
each other. RUOK? day helps us sympathise with each other by asking this question, listening without judgement 
and checking in. We were all very cheerful to know that others care for us. I think discovering this day is a beautiful 
moment for all the IELC students.                                                                                                 Anna TRAN, Year 10 

 

 
 



IELC - Intensive English Language Centre   
 

RUOK Day                                                                                                                                  

 

Excursion to Healesville Sanctuary  
 
Writing prompt: On the 18

th
 of September, the IELC class went to Healesville Sanctuary.  

It was a fun day because…. 
 
It was a fund day because I saw koalas. They are very cute and eat gum leaves. I took photos with my classmates. I 
watched a bird show called Spirits of the Sky. It was very interesting because the zoo keepers train the birds to    
follow orders and instructions. I touched a snake for the first time. I also saw a strong kangaroo.  

Jason CHEN, Year 9 
 
I spent a beautiful day sith my classmates. We saw many cute and rare animals . Some of them only appear in    
Australia. When we were having lunch the Ibis bird came to our table and tried to eat our food. It was very funny. It 
was a sunny, warm day with strong wind. The trees at the Sanctuary were swaying. While we were riding the bus, I 
was looking out the window at the country side. I saw sheep on the green grass. The beautiful Victorian countryside 
is new to me and made me relax. This is one of the most meaningful days I have had at the Macleod College IELC. 

Lulu XIAO, Year 9 
 
It was a fun day because we took the bus to Healesville. The bus drive was relaxing and I slept on the bus. I was 
very happy to go to the zoo. I was excited to see platypus, koalas and kangaroos. I like the koala very much        
because they are so cute.  I just want to touch them. I leant that the koala is so lazy and sleeps all day. The koala 
sleeps in a gum tree.                                                                                                                 Rachel ZHENG, Year 9 
 
It was a fun day because Healesville Sanctuary is a zoo and I saw many amazing animals. First we entered a show 
called Tales from Platypus Creek. We saw turtles and water birds, yabbies and of course a platypus. The platypus 
was a female, she was fat, silly and lovely. The keepers explained that the male platypus has a venomous spur.  
Them we went to the Reptile house and we saw many different snakes, lizards and frogs. The zoo keeper even let 
us touch a live snake. I felt so excited when I touched its scaly skin.                                                Ben CHEN, Year 8 
 
It was a fun day because I learnt a lot about animals. I learnt about the life of birds.  I saw a kangaroo and a dingo. I also saw 
koalas. I think they are very cute. We leant about the life of the platypus and what they eat. On this day I also touched a snake. I 

felt very scared.                                                                                                                                      Truong NGUYEN, Year 7 
 
It was a fun day because I saw my favourite animal – the koala. Koalas are very cute and have thick grey fur. Koalas 
only eat eucalyptus leaves. Gum leaves make them sleepy. According to the zoo keeper, in some areas of Australia, 
koalas are endangered. I also saw a platypus. I have never seen an animal like this before. They don ’t exist in any 
country except Australia. The platypus is so unique that it lays eggs and produces milk for its young. It is a          
monotreme and is such an amazing animal.                                                                               Cynthia DOW, Year 10 



IELC - Intensive English Language Centre           
 
Excursion to Healesville Sanctuary  

                                                                                                                           

Ketty Karalis - Intensive English Language Centre Leader  

 












